THP 


EVANGELICAL  RECORD, 

^  ^ 

AND 

WESTERN  REVIEW. 

.  N  -  ♦ 

•  V  i'V 

VoL.  IL]  FEBRUARY....1813.  [No.  2. 


IMPORTANT  DECISION  IN  THE  SY¬ 
NOD  OF  KENTUCKY, 

% 

NO.  I. 

Perhaps  few  ecclesiastical  bodies  have  had  as 
much  difficult  and  important  work,  in  the 
space  of  ten  years,  as  the  Synod  of  Kentucky 
have  had.  One  great  design  i^of  providence 
.  in  calling  individuals  or  communities  to  great 
and  difficult  work,  without  doubt,  is,  that  by. 
standers  and  the  nexi;  generation  may  receive 
instruction.  But  this  instruction  cannot  be  receiv. 
ed  unless  the  .cases  affording  it  are  attended  to.— It 
frequently,  alse,  happens  that  in  ihe  bustle  of  the 
day,  when  the  issue  to  both  spectators  and  those 
who  are  parties  is  doubtful,  the  instruction  can- 
not  be  collected  so  easily  and  plain,  as  when  the 
difficulties  are  in  a  great  measure  over,  and  the 
result  generally  known.  It  is,  also,  gi-atifying  to 
both  ourselves  and  friends,  to  look  back  upon  the  • 
dangers  which  we  and  they  have  narrowly  esca¬ 
ped.  The  hero  of  the,  last  generation,  recounts 
with  rapture  how  he  and  his  friends  stooH  safe 
Voi.  II.  t 
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and  unhurt  amidst  the  of  fleets  and  armies. 

At  the  very  second  meeting  of  the  Sjmod  of 
-Kentucky,  which  was  in  September,  1805,  a  case 
occurred,  which,  for  a  year  or  two,  threatened  to 
destroy  the  whole  connection.  Messrs.  McNe- 
mar  and  Thompson,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  were  charged  with  having  been  active  in  dis-. 
seminating  doctrines  contrary  to  the  publicly  re¬ 
ceived  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  And 
though  scarcely  an  individual  doubted  the  fact, 
yet  there  was  great  difficulty  in  bringing  the  accu¬ 
sed  to  a  legal  trial.  A  petition,  implicating  a 
charge  of  this  kind,  had,  it  seems,  been  presented 
to  the  -  Presbytery  under  whose  jurisdiction  they 
were,  and  had  been  cast  under  the  table.*  I’he 
committee  of  overtures  also  reported,  that  a  peti¬ 
tion  of  the  same  nature,  with  sundry  papers,  had 
reached  them,  to  be  laid  before  Svnod.  And  the 
committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  examine 
the  records  of  the  Washington  Presbytery,  report¬ 
ed,  that  the  whole  of  the  Presbytery’s  proceedings 
in  that  case,  demanded  a  review.  It  was  then 
made  a  question  of  order,  whether  two  out  of  three  - 
Presbyteries,  in  case  of  the  reprehension  of  one  of 
three,  can  form  a  quorum.  This  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Having  at  last  got  to  the  business,  it  was  inqui¬ 
red,  Were  the  Presbytery  of  Washington  in  order? 

*  The  Pfesbj^ter}^  had,  however,  in  some  form 
or  other,  passed  a  vote  of  censure  on  some  .of  the 
tenets  held  by  Mr.  McNeraan 


59 


Synod  of  Kentucky* 


1.  In  making  appointments  for  Mr.  McNemar, 
at  the  same  session  at  which  they  had  taken  a  vote 
of  censure  on  some  of  his  tenets?  - 

2.  In  rejecting  the  petition  implicating  a  charge 
of  a  serious  nature  against  Messrs.  McNemar  and 
Thompson?— and 

3.  In  presenting  a  call  to  Mr.  McNemar,  while 
he  lay  under  a  vote  of  censure? 

'  All  these  questions  were,  after  mature  deliber**' 
ation,  determined  in  the  negative.  The  state  of 
the  votes,  however,  on  the  first  of  them,  is  pretty 
strong  proof  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  ma¬ 
jority,  and,  according  to  our  views,  the  correct 
thinking  part  of  Synod,  had  to  contend.  The  ayes 
were  7— the  nays  10,'^and  non* liquids  4.  We  are 
here  to  bring  to  our  recollection,  that  the  dffensive 
doctrines  which  Mr.  McNemar  held  and  preach¬ 
ed,  were  no  secret — that  they  were  diametrically 
opposite  to  the  publicly  received  doctrines  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  that,  though  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Washington  had  passed  a  vote  of  censure 
on  them,  Mr.  McNemar  had  neither  then  nor  at 
any  subsequent  period,  retracted  them,  nor  even 
promised  to  cease  frbm^ preaching  them;  yet,  with 
all  these  facts  staring  them  in  the  lace,  seven  mem- ' 
bers  of  Synod  could  vote  that  Presbytery  was  or¬ 
derly  in  giving  Mr.  McNenaar  appointments  to 
preach;  and  four  were  so  indifferent  about  the  mat¬ 
ter  as  not  to.  take  any  interest  on  either  one  side 
or  the  other. .  Let  it  be  observed,  th;tt  we  know 
not  who  the  individuals  >vere  who  voted  on  this  or 
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the  other  questions.  In  the  record  before  us  we 
have  only  the  number  and  the  state  of  the  votes, 

r  ^  * 

\ , 

not  the  names.  •  " 

'■  Having  settled  these  preliminary  questions,  it 
was  moved  at  a  subsequent  sederunt,  To  enter  upon 
the  examination  of  Messrs.McNemaraod  Thomp¬ 
son,*  according  to  the*  prayer  of  ,the  petitions  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Presbytery  af  Washington,  arid  Sy¬ 
nod,  and  also  to  resolve  the  questions  of  doctrine, 
seriously  and  seasonably,  proposed  in  these  peti¬ 
tions.  While  S)mod*was  delibex'ating  on  the  mo¬ 
tion,  Messrs.  Pdarihall,  Stone,  McNemar,  Thomp¬ 
son,  and  Duiilavy,  all  ministers  and  members  of 
Synod,  came  forward,  and  through  Mr.  Marshall, 
who  acted  as  thp  moderator,  presented  a  paper, 
which  was  stated  to  be  a  protest  against  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Synod,  in  .the  alFair  of  Washington 
Presbytery,  and  a  declaration  that  they  withdrew 
themselves  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Synod.  This 
paper,  being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  filed  among 
the  papers  of  Synod,  and  is  considerable  evidence 
that  Messrs.  McNemar  and  Thompson  had  not 
been  accused  of  opposing  the  publicly  acknowledg¬ 
ed  principles  of  the  Presbyterian  church  on  slight 
suspicions.  They,  in  plain  terms,*^  declare  that 
they  will  not  submit  to  have  their  tenets  tried  by 
the  Confession  of  Faith.  Hence  they  niust  have 
changed  their  views  of  divine  truth  since  their  li¬ 
censure  and  ordination;  for  on  both  these-  occa¬ 
sions  they  had  solemnly  declared,  “that  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  Confession  of  Faith  of  the  Presbyteriaa 
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church  as  tlieir  confession,  and  as  containing  truths 
founded  on  the  word  of  God.”  They  now  say, 
“We  remain  inviolably  attached  to  the  doctrines 
of  grace,  which>  through  God,  have  been  mighty 
in  every  revival  of  true  religion  since  the  reforma- 
'tion.  These  doctrines  we,  however,  believe,  are 
in  a  manner  darkened  by  some  expressions  in  the 
Confession  of  Faith,  which  are  used  as  the  means 
of  strengthening  sinners  in  their  unbelief,  and  sub* 
jecting  many  of  the  pious  to  a  spirit  of  .  bondage. 
When  we  attempt  to  obviate  these  difficulties,  we 
are  charged  with  departing  from  our  ^standards, 
viewed  as  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  church, 
and  threatened  to  be  called  to  an  account. 

*‘The  proceedings  against  which  we  protest 
have  furnished  the  world  with  ample  encourage¬ 
ment  to  proceed  in  this  mode  of  opposition.  We 
therefore  feel  ourselves  shut  up  to  the  necessity  of 
relieving  you  from  the  disagreeable.task  of  receiv¬ 
ing  petitions  from  the  public,  and  ourselves  from 
being  prosecuted  before  a  judge  (the  Confession  of 
Faith)  whose  authority  to  decide  we  cannot  in  con¬ 
science  acknowledge.”  ^  ' 

Other  business  detained  Synod  for  some  days 
after  this  paper  was  given  in,  in  which  time  a  va¬ 
riety  of  attempts  were  made  to  reconcile  the  with-  ' 
drawing  brethren.  Among  other  attempts,  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed,  who  was  instructed  serious- 
.  ly  and  affectionately  to  deal  with  them.  This 
committee  reported,  that  the  brethren  had  formed 
^emselves  into  a  separate  Presbytery,  and  would, 
VoL.  II. 
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in  their  Presbyterial  capacity,  confer  with  Synod 
on  points  of  doctrine, .  in  manner  following:  viz,* 
“They  will  answer  any  questions  proposed  to  them 
by  Sj'nod,  which  may  be  stated  in  writing  again- 
provided,. also,  that  the  whole  of  the  questions  be 
given  in  at  once.”  On  receiving  this  report,  a 
motion  was  made  in  Synod  to  aecede  to  this  pro¬ 
posal,  and  was  lost,  ayes  7— nays  12.  We  have 
here  another  strong  proof  of  the  difficulties  with 
which'the  majority  of  Synod  had,  in  this  case,  to 
contend.  Seven  members  of  Synod  voted  to  discuss 
doctiinal  articles  with  five  other  members,  who 
had  jiist  withdrawn  in  order  to  avoid  a  constitu¬ 
tional  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  while  they  pro¬ 
fessed  to  be  under  their  authority.  '  And  they 
would  confer  with  these  men,  not  as'' individuals, 
but  as  a  Presbytery,  a  constiiutad  co^irt;  and  also 
of  another  communion;  and,  consequently,  of  equal 
authority  with  themselves.  Act  upon  these  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  the  authority  of  your  Synods,  and  Pres¬ 
byteries,  and  Sessions,  is  not  worth  a  rush.  And 
the  men  who  could  vote  for  acting  upon  these  prin¬ 
ciples  were  very  ill  qualified  for  the  seats  which 
they  held. 

The  motion  being  Ipst,  another  was  made,  and 
carried;  viz.  that  anpther  committee  should  be  ap- 
.  pointed  to  wait  upon  the  separating  brethren,  and 
'  request  them  to  transmit  to  'Synod,  in  writing, 
what  objections  they  had  to  the  Confession  of 
Faith,  or  to  any  part  of  it.  This  committee  dis-  ' 
charged  their  duty;  but  no  answer  was  returned 
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till  Synod  was  just  breaking  up;  and  then  their  on¬ 
ly  answer  was,  “that  they  would  have  their  objec¬ 
tions  ready  by  next  raeeeting  of  Synod.” 

All  attempts  failing,  the  Synod,  after  due  de¬ 
liberation,  solemnly  suspended  Messrs.  Marshall) 
Stone,  Dunlavy,  McNemar,  and  Thompson,  from 
all  the  functions  of  the  holy  ministry,  until  sorrow 
and  repentance  for  their  schismatical  disposition  be 
manifested.  Their’congrcgation  swere  also,  as  is 
usual  in  such  cases,'  declared  vacant,  and  commis¬ 
sioners  were  appointed  to  publish  the  sentence  of 
suspension  in  these  congregations,  and  to  exhort 
the  people  to  unity  and  peace; 

The  time  which  elapsed  betwixt  the  meeting  of  i 
Synod  in  September,  1803,  and  the'meeting  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1804,  was  a  serious  and  important  period 
indeed.  The  suspended  brethren,- possessing  con¬ 
siderable  popular  powers,  and  aided  by  an  enthusi¬ 
asm*  in  religion,  perhaps  unexampled  in  the  history 

•  The  enthusiasm  here  alluded  to  was  first  felt 
in  what  is  usually  called  “the  great  Revival  of  Re¬ 
ligion  in  Kentucky.”  A  state  of  religions  feeling 
concerning  which  good  and  intelligent  men  still 
have  a  variety  of  different  and  opposite  opinions. 

We  shall  endeavour  to  attend  to  this  subject  by  ij-  ; 

]  self,  and  in  what,  according  to  our  plan,  is  the 
proper  order.  When  we  view  the  mass  of  mate¬ 
rials  which  lies  before  us,  it  is  indeed  hard  to  say 
what  is  the  natural  order  of  arrangement.  We 
have,' however,  formed  for  ourselves  three  general 
divisions;  which  will  form  answers  to  three  dis¬ 
tinct  questions.  1st.  What  is  the  present  state  of 
religion  among  us?  Snd.  What  causes  have  pro- 
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of  the  church,  pushed  their  triumphs  over  orthci* 
doxy  and  good  order,  through  the  whole  territo¬ 
ries  of  Synod,  Scarcely  a  congregation  escaped 
unhurt— many  were  altogether  annihilated.  They 
appear  to  have  considered  their  triumph  to  be 
complete  and  universal.  A  small  tract,  issued  by 
them  in  June,  concludes  thus: 

'  “We  hereby  inform  you,  that  we  have  made 
*an  appointment  for  a  general  meeting  of  Christians 
*at  Bethel,-  seven  miles  below  Lexington,  on  Thurs- 
•day  before  the  second  sabbath  of  October  next* 
‘The  design  of  this  meeeting  is,  to  celebrate  the 
feast  of  love,  and  unite  in  prayer  to  God  for  the 
•outpouriag  of  his  Spirit.  The  place  of  meeting 
‘was  chosen  as  a  centre  for  the  states  of  Ohio,  Ken* 
*tucky  and  Tenrujssee,  that  all  who  are.engaged  in 
‘the  common  cause  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
•Christ,  may  unite  and  swell  the  solemn  cry,  Thy 
*  kingdom  come.  Even  so  come  Lord  Jesus,  Breth- 
*ren,  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
‘you  all.  Amen. 

“P.  S.  We  will  nieet  prepared  to  encamp  on 
‘the  ground,  and  continue  for  several  days.** 

duced  this  state?  for  our  reader  may.  already  ob¬ 
serve  that  we  do  not  believe  it  to  be  very  good— 
and  3rd.  What  means  are  to  be  used  in  order  to 
produce  a  better  state?  To  one  or  other  of  these 
three  points,  all  our  papers,  whatever  may  be  their 
particular  title,  are  intended  to  be  directed.  It 
may  also  be  here  noticed,  that,  in  attending  to  the 
causes  which  have  produced  our  present  state,  the 
disputes  which  have  been  among  us  on  Psalmody 
will  not  be  passed  over. 
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The  meeting  here  called  was  held  a  few  days 
before  the  meeting  of  Synod,  and  though  by  no 
means  so  numerous  as  was  expected,  was  sufficient¬ 
ly  numerous  to  alarm  the  heart  of  an  Ecclesiastic 
who  has  little  or  nothing  butfthe  favor,  or  the 
fro^vn  of  the  multitude  to  direct  his  conduct.  Four 
of  the  separating  brethren  attended  the  meeting  of 
of  Synod,  and  all  that  could  have  possibly  been 
done  both  in  public  and  private,  judicially  and  ex- 
tra-judicially,  was  done  in  order  to  heal  the  breach. 
A  committee  appointed  by  the  general  assembly 
met  with  S\’nod,.and  acted  as  a  kind  of  mediator 
between  Synod  and  the  separating  brethren..  Be¬ 
fore  any  discussion  took  place  it  was  unanimously . 
agreed  by  all  parties  concerned,  to  spend  some 
time  in  solemn  prayer  to  Almighty  G®d  for 
his  gracious  countenance  and  aid  in  the  case — and 
Messrs. Marques,  a  member  of  the  general  assembly 
committee,  and  Marshal  were  called  upon  to  lea^' 
the  devotion.  All  attempts,  however,  to  a  recont- 
cilement  proved  abortive.  When  the  business 
was  directly  and  formally  entered  upen,  the]separa- 
ting  brethren  were  found  to  take  as  high  ground 
as  ev’er  they  had  assumed.  The  sum  of  all  that 
they  said  was.  The  Synod  must  come  to  our  terms, 
we  cannot  come  to  theirs.  We  have,  since  we  were 
licensed  and  'ordained  by  the  authority  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  changed  our  views  of '  di^ 
vine  truth,  and  Synod  must  change  their  views,  if 
they  wish  to  count  us  among  their  members.  Let 
us,  however,  hear  them  speak  in  their  own  language. 
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•'  The  committee  froin^the  general  assembly ‘disk¬ 
ed  them, 

S>ue»tion  1.  “What  were  your  reasons  for  re¬ 
nouncing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Presbyterian 
‘Churchi”. 

.  Answer  1.  ‘^Because  we  believed  that  those 
^bodies  with  which  we  stodd  connected,  acted  con- 
‘trary  to  their  own  rules.” 

2.  ^*But  especially,  because  the  Confession  of 
^Faith,  or  standard  of  that  church,  contained  sever- 
•al  things,  which  we  view.ed  as  contrary  to  the 
nrord  of  God,  on  which  account,  we  could  not  re¬ 
tain  it  as  the  standard  of  our  faith,  or  submit  to  be 
‘judged  and  condemned  by  its  dictates.  This  we 
/saw  evidently  to  be  the  design  of  Synod.  Other 
‘reasons,  and  the  train  of  circumstances,  which  in  a 
‘gradual  chain,  brought  the  matter  to  that  issue, 
‘are  fully  exhibited  in  our  apology,  to  which  we  re- 
‘ferall  who  want  information.  While  we  were  let 
‘alone,  we  were  willing  to  let  the  Confession  of 
‘Faith  alone;  but  as  . soon  as  we  found  that  our  scn- 
‘timents  were  to  be  brought  to  that  standard,  we 
‘renounced  its  authority,  and  consequently  had  no 
‘alternative  but  to  withdraw.” 

^  2.  By  the  Committee  of  the  General  As- 
‘sembly.  “Can  any  method  of  accommodation  be 
‘proposed,  which  may  induce  you  to  return  to  the 
‘jurisdiction  pf  that  church,  and  heal  the  division 
‘which  has  taken  place  in  the  Synod  of  Kentucky?” 

Ans,  “To  the  first  part  of  this  question,  we  an¬ 
swer  in  the  negative,  so  long  as  they  retain  the 
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*Confession,of-  Faith  as  the  standard  of  doctrine 
*and  discijiline,  because  we  cannot  receive  that 
‘book  as  our  standard]  when  we  first  withdrew  we 
‘felt  ourselves  freed  from  all  creeds  but  the  Bible, 
‘and  since  that  time,  by  constant  application  to  it, 
‘we.  are  led  farther  from  the.  idea  of  adopting 
‘creeds  and  confessions  as  standards,  than  we  were 
‘at  first;  conse<(uentlv,'to  come  under  the  jurisdic- 
‘tion  of  that  church  now,  is  entirely  out  of  the  ques* 
‘tion. 

“We  feel  ourselves  citizens  of  the  world, , God - 
*our  common  Father,  all  men  our  brethren  by  na- 
*ture,  and  all  Christians  our  brethren  in  Christ* 
‘This  principle  of  universal  love  to  Christians,' 
‘gains  ground  in  our  hearts,  in  proportion  as  we 
‘get  clear  of  particular  attachments,  to  a  party. 
‘We,  therefore,  cannot  put.  ourselves  into  a  situa* 
‘tion  which  would  check  the  growth  of  so  benig;n 
‘a  temper,  and^make  us  fight  under,  a  party  stand- 
‘ard. 

“Notwithstanding,  we  conceive  that  we  can 
‘propose  a  method  of  accommodation;  which,  with 
‘the  divine  blessing,  will  heal  the  division  which 
‘subsists,  between  both  ministers  and  people 
‘throughout  jdic  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  Kentucky, 
‘as  follows:— 

“1.  Let  us  re.member  that  all  Christians  are^ 
‘one  in  Christ,  members  of  his  body,  partakers  of 
‘his  nature,  and  heirs  of  his  kingdom:*  therefore, 
‘they  have  no  power  .over  one  another,  to  cut  o£F, 
‘exclude,  or  unite.. 
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“2.  Let  us  pray  for  more  of  the  uniting,  ce- 
^meriting  spirit.  ^ 

“3.  Treat  differences  in  lesser  matters  with 
‘Christian  charity  and  mutual  forbearance,  and 
‘bend  our  united  force  in  the  common  cause.  . 

“4.  Give  up  the  care  of  the  Church  to  God,  by 
‘constant,  fervent  prayer,  counsel,  advise,  admon- 
‘ish,  reprove,  comfort  and  strengthen  one  another, 
‘as  necessity  may  require,  in  the  spirit  of  love  and 
‘meekness;  then  will  be  apcomplished  that  saying, 
‘  “That  of  the  rest,  durst  no  man  join  himself  unto 

Hhem.”  ^ 

ROBx.  MARSHALL, 
JOHN  DUNLAVY, 

'  barton  W.  STONE, 
JOHN  THOMPSON. 

To  the,Chm,  of  the  Com.  G.  A. 

Danville,  October  18th,  1804.” 

All  hopes  of  an. accommodation  being  over,  the 
Synod  next  directed  their  attention  to  the  warning 
the  people  under  their  care.  For  this  purpose,  a 
statement  of  the  .whole  businessVas  directed  to  be 
drawm  up  and  published,  with  an  -  address.  From 
-the  address,  we  give  the’  following  extracts:-— 

“Consider,  dear  brethren,  the  pernicious  ten- 
‘dency  of  their  present  disorganizing  plan.  Under 
‘the  specious  pretence  of  htonoringthe  sacred  serip- 
‘tures,  they  would  persuade  you  to  reject  all  writ- 
‘ten  or  printed  creeds  and  forms  of  discipline,  al- 
‘ledging  that  those  who  adopt  such,  substitute  them 
‘for  divine  inspiration.- 
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“But,  dear  brethren,  we  presume  you'  need 
Scarcely  be  informed  of  the  absurdity  of  such  in- 
‘sinuations—iYou  know  that  we,  you  know  that  you 
*tfOurselveO  consider  them  differently.  Confessions 
*or  creeds  are  only  the  doctrines  which  we  believe 
*to  be  revealed  to  us  from  Heaven,  collected  from 
‘diffetent  parts  of  sacred  Scripture  and  brought  in- 
*to  one  view: — MVist  not  all  who  read  their  bibles 
*and  believe  them,  form  some  opinion  of  t^at  is 
^taught  therein.^  and  where  can  be  the  criminality, 
‘when  they  have  thus  searched  and  collected,  .to  ^ 
‘publish  what  they  believe  to  Le  the  truths  of  Gdd. 
‘'—In  so  doing,  we  act  in  open  day,  as  children  of 
*).he  light,  and  do  not  leave  the  world  to  conjecture, 
‘whether  we  be  Pelagians,  Semi- Pelagians,  Catho* 
‘licks,  Arminians,  or  Calvinists;  or  wheih.'r.  we 

VliflFer  essentially  from  them  all.  We  do  not  leave 

< 

‘those  with  whom  we  would  unite  in  the  most  ten* 
‘der  and  endearing  bonds,  at  a  loss  to  know  whether 
‘we  believe  or  disbelieve  what  they  esteem  the  es- 
‘sential  doctrines  of  christi^ity— reject  all  written 
‘creeds,  and'  why  not  with  .the  same  propriety,  all 
‘verbal  ones?  what  must  then  follow?  Those  who 
‘believe  our  blessed  Saviour  to  be  no  more  than  a 
‘mere  man,  and  those  who  believe,  in  his  divine  na>  - 
•ture;  those  who  believe  that-God  will  manifest  an  . 
•eternal  displeasure  against  sin,  and  those  who  be-  . 
•lieve  Ke  will  finally  receive  all  wicked  men  and 

•devils  into  his  favour— In  shorty  those  who  be- 

«  • 

‘licve  the  truth,  and  those  whose  creed  exhibits  the 
‘most  glaring  errors  and  contradictions^  may  all 
Voi,.  II.  G  ^ 
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‘unite  togsthpr,  enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  sut« 
‘^und  the  san'e  board  of  communion»-^Can  light 
‘and  darkness  have  fellowship  together?  Or  can 
‘there  be  concord  between  Christ  and  Belial?*^Is 

r 

‘there  no  necessity  for  a  people,  about  to  put 
‘themselves  under  the  pastoral  care  of  a  shepherd, 
‘to  know  what  kind  of  doctrines  they  are  to  be 
‘taught?  or  is  it  perfectly  indifferent  which  of  the 
‘above  contradictory  systems  they  receive? 

“But  if  we  attend  to  their  sentiments  on  church 
‘government  and  discipline,  we  will  find  them  no 
‘less  anti'ScriptUral,  athd  subversive  of  all  good  or- 
‘der  in  Christ’s  kingdom.  Their  own  declaration 
‘is,  “Christians  have  no  power  over  one  another, 
‘  “to  cut  off,  exclude,  or  unite.’* 

“But  it  will  be  seriously  asked,  dear  brethren, 
‘in  what  light  these  suspended  members  are  to  be 
‘considered?  ^ 

“As  private  Christians,  we  hope  you  will  esteem 
‘them  just  so  far  as  their  sentiments  and  practice 
‘correspond  with  the  word  of  God.  But  they  are 
‘not  to  be  considered  by  you  as  clothed  with  any 
‘ministerial  authority,  or  legally  qualified  to  ad* 
‘minister  any  of  the  ordinances  of  God's  house— 
‘Of  such  authority  these  men  can  give  no  evidence. 
♦As  to  an  internal  call,  God  only  is  judge.  ‘  The 
‘external  evidence,  by  which  alone  the  world  can 
•judge,  is  the  testimonials  of  licensure  and  ordina* 
*tion,  “by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  Presby- 
*tery.’’  1  Tim.  iv.  14.  It  i>  true,  these  men  were 
*once  Set  ^part  to  the  minb^,  in  the  usual  way;  but 
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.*'jt  is  likewise  true,  that  several  Prebyteries  con- 
fstitiited  into  a  Synod,  have  suspended  them  from 
‘the  exercise  of  their  n^inisterial  function.  • 

“That  God  has  invested  the  church  judjcato- 
‘ries  with  such  a  power,  is-  evident  from  the  holy 
‘Scriptures. 

“The  keys  of  God’s  visible  kingdom  are  put 
‘into  the  hands  of  church  officers;  and  they  have 
‘power,  not  only  to  vest  men  with  authority,  but  to 
.  ‘suspend,  depose  and  cut  oif,  when  their  sentiments 
.‘and  conduct  are  contrary  to  the  word  of  God  and 
‘the  received  doctrines  of  the  Church,  “A  man  that 
‘is  an  heretic  after  the  first  and  second  admonition, 
‘reject.**  Titus  iii.  10.— The  evident  design  of 
‘church  censure,  is  to  reclaim  offenders,  and  pre« 
‘vent  offences  in  those  who  have  not  yet  transgres- 
•^sed,  “them  who  sin,  rebuke  before  all,  that  others 
‘may  fear.”  1  Tim.  v.  20.— And  in  order  to  pro- 
‘duce  these  effects,  the  members  of.  the  church  aVo 
:.‘commanded,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  to  withdraw 
‘from'  such  as  walk  disorderly,  that  they  may  be 
‘ashamed— “Now  we  command  you,  brethren,  in 
‘the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  w.ith- 
‘draw  yourselves  from  every  brother  who  walketh 
‘disorderly,  and  not  after  the  tradition  'whi-  h  he 
.‘received  from  us— and  if  any  obey  not  our  word,' 
‘by  this  epistle,  note  that  man,  and  have  no  com- 
‘pany  w'ith  him,  that  he  may  be  ashamed.”  '.-2 
^Thcaa.  iii.  6.  14.  "  .  • 

“It  cannot  be.  reasonably  denied,  that  it  is  dis-i 
‘orderly  for.  any  person  to  preach  the  word)  or  ad 
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‘minister  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,,  who  is  not 
‘clothed  with  ministerial  authority — Compare  fi 
*Chron.xx\\.  18.  with  Heb>  v,  4. 

•  “To  attend',  therefore,  upon  such  ministrations, 
‘is  at  least  to  encourage. disorder~such  conduct 
‘is  a  breach  of  God’s  law,  and  is  a  moral  evil.  If 
‘it  be  admitted  that  God  has  instituted  the  exercise 
‘of  discipline  as  a  imean  of  reclaiming  offenders— 
‘those'  who  take  persons  under  church  ccnsiise, 
‘into  their  bosom  and  caress  them,  defeat  the  in- 
..,^  ‘tention  of  the  ordinance,  of  God,  harden  such  of* 
*  ‘fenders,  and  endanger  their  souls. 

^  ‘‘Dear  brethren,  we  are  very  unwilling  to  say 
‘any  thing  respecting  their  great  zeal,  and  apparent 
‘engagedness  in  preaching  the  word  and  adminis* 
‘tering  the  ordinances. 

“But»  however  disagreeable  it  may  be,  yet  a  re^ 
‘gard  for  your  souls  and  the  cause  of  truth,  oblige 
‘us  to- observe,  that  gravity  and  apparent  zeal, 

,  ,  r 

‘have  been  usually  attempted,  to  gain  the  ear  and 
^‘confidence  of  the  public,  by  a  great  variety  of  sects 
‘that  have  sprung  up  in  the  Christian  church  since 
•  ‘the’reforrtvation.  "  ^  - 

-  “We  apprehend,  many  honest  persons  among 
‘you  have  gjreat  difficulties  in  your  mind,  arising 
‘from  your  former  attachment  to  the  men  who 
‘have  been  suspended.  You  are  anxiously  desi- 
^  ‘ring  to  obtain  liberty  to  commune  and  hold  Chris- 
ftian  ^intercourse  with  them— we  would  wish  to 
‘gratify  you  in  this  particular,  could  we,  without 
'  ‘violating  the  precepts  of  the  gospel;  we  refer  you* 
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*upon  this  subject,  to  'Matt.  chap.  x.  and  J?cm.  xyi. 
‘I7-.  IS.jtogether  wi  h  the  passages  of  Scripture  al- 
‘ready,  quoted,  add  the  uniform  practice  of  all  well 
‘regulated  churches.  .  v  ■  ,  * 

“D  ear  brethren,  as  we^take  no  pleasure  in  de- 
^preciating  the  characters  of  others,  we  forbear  to 
‘make  fuither  remarks-^but  entreat  you,  in  the 
‘name  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  remember,  that  the  men 
‘who  have  renpunced  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Pres- ^ 
‘byterian  Church,  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  coun* 
‘tcnanced  bv  those  who  are  friendly  to  order;  and 
‘consequently,  those  who  attend  on  their  ministra- 
‘tions,  must  be  considered  as  opening  afresh  the 
‘wounds  with  which  the  church  has  b.  eh  made  to 
‘bleed,  and  causing. the  children  of  Ciod  in  .many 
■‘parts  of  the  world,  to  weep  in  deep  distress. 
-‘Grieve  not  your  ag-d  brethren  who  have  long 
^borne.  the  burden  of  the  church,  and  laboured  to 
‘maintain  peace  and  unity  therein.  Beware  lest 
■‘ye  wound  the  Lam of  Chrises  Jtock.,  and  cast  a 
‘stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  sinners.  Let  us 
■‘not  tear  down  the  barriers-  by  which  order  has 
■‘long  been  preserved.  Open.: not  the  door  by 
‘which  me  n  of  corrupt  principles  may  enter,  and 
‘disseminate  their  poisonous  sentiments  among 
‘our  unguarded  youth,  who  are  by  nature  more 
‘prone  to  imbibe  error  than  truth.  •  VVc  therefore 
‘pray  you,  dear  brethren,  as.  you  regard  the  glory 
‘of  God,  the  peace  of  Zion,  your  own  comfort,  the 
‘salvation  of  your  dear  offspring,  and  the  happi- 
‘ness'  of  your  fellow  men,  that  you  do  not  counte- 

:  VoL.  n.  c*  ■■ 


74 


/ 


Synod  of  Kentucky, . 


'‘nance  or  aid  in  any  way,  what  may  appear  inimi- 
*cal'to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Zion.  i 

“Now,  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again 
‘from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great  Shi  p- 
♦herd  of  the  sheep,  through  tjic  blood  of  the  ever- 
blasting  covenant— make  y<  u  perfect  in  ev'ery.good 
‘work,  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you' that  which 
♦is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  J  ;sus  Christ, 
‘to  whom  be  glory,  forever  and  ever— dmen.** 

JAMES  KEMPER,  Modi  . 
JOHN  P.  CAMPBELL,  Clerk. 

"  -  ^  •  *  *  -  .•  '  ' 

“  The  judicial  intercourse  with  the  brethren  may 
■be  considered  to  have  ceased  with  the  meeting  of 


Synod  of -18 (-4.  Whatever  attempts  may  have 
been  made  by  individuals,  it  does  not  appear  that 

-  the  Synod  ever  after  made  any  attempts  to  bring 
them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty.  .  In  the  meeting  of 
1808,  the  busines  was  once  more  brought  up,  and 

-  s,the  following  motion  introduced,  which,  after  due 
deliberation,  was  adopted;  viz.  Whereas,  Robert 

-  Marshall,  Barton  W.  Stone,  Richard  McNemar, 
^  -John  Dunlavy*  and  John  Thompsor,  were  suspend- 

*  cd  by  this  Synod- for  declining  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  TDonfession  of  Faith  of  our  church,  ami  have 


continued  ever  since  to  enlarge  their  schism,  to 
multiply  their  erroneous  opinions,  to  scandalize 
the.  Presbyterian  church,  and  to  oppose  a  number 
of  the  essential  articles  of  our  holy  religion— and 
-whereas  the  church  has  already  used  every  effort 
in  her  power  to  reclaim  them,  and  as  diu:  ibfm  of 
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j^vernment  directs  that  roiriisjers"  acting  117  such  a 
manner  be  deposed  am!  cut  off  from  the  church— 
Therefore,  Resolvtdy  that  the  above  mentioned  R* 
JVIarshallj  Barton  W.  Stonei  Scc.'&c.  &c.  &c.  ^ 
DEPOSED,  in  the  name  «*f  Chris*,  and  by  the  au- 

I  *  c  *  *  ' 

tho’riiy  committed  to  us,  they  are  hereby  DEPO- 

y 

SED  from  all  the  functions  o’’  the  gospel  ministry, 
ana  cut  off  from  our  communion.  ^ 

An  account  of  these  brethren  and  their .  party, 
in  a  state  of  separation  from  the  Syuod,  will  be  at¬ 
tended  to  on  another  occasion.. 


THE NATUUE  AND  USE  OF  CREEDS 

AND  COM  E  SS/ONS. 

*  %  ^  - 

The  sketch  of  Church  History  given  in  thie 
‘preceding  paper^  suggests  an  inquiry  or  two  of 
considerable  iniportance— As  '  e 

1.  What  is  the  nature  and  use  of  crefds  and 
confessions?  The  separating  bn  thren  not  only  de¬ 
clared  that  the  Confession. of  Faith  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church  was,-  in  several  articles,  contrary  to 
( 

the  word  of  God;  but  they  also,  from  the  very  be- 
ginning  of  their  opposition  to  the  Synod,  maintained 
that  all  creeds  and  confessions  were  un^varrantab!e, 
and  contrary. to  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  had 
made  them  tree.  The  reader  of  the  pretending  pa¬ 
per  will  discover  that  a  considerable  ,  part  of  the 
eziract,  givea  above/from  the  address  of  Syiiodbf 


I 


1804,  is  infended  to  gu  >rd  the  v  i  ds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  <»f  the  church  against  the  insinu  tilons  of  the 
separattMg  brethren  on  this  head.  We  shall  here 
give  another  extract  froih  a  pamphlet  which  was 
published  in  the  same  year,  which  had  for  its  ob¬ 
ject  the  same  end  - 

“Public  creeds  and  cohf.  ssions  have  been  in 
•use  from  the  earliest  ages,  nor  is  it  very  easy  to 
‘conc<-ive  how  any  society,  whether  civil  or  reli- 
‘gious,  can  i  exist  without  them.  The  fact  is,  no 


‘such  society  has  ever  as  yet  made  its  appearance 

.‘in  the  world.  In  every  society,  there  are  sotne 

‘articles  of  assor.iatioi-— -.ome  declared  principles 

‘which  distinguish  that  society  from  all  others. 

‘They_may  call. these  articles  of  association,'  these 

‘declaration  of  principles,  by  any  name  they  please, 

‘but  they  are  the  very  thing  which  we  express  by 

‘the  words.  Creeds  and  Confessions.  There  never 

‘were  any  Protestant  churches  which  maintained 

.*tl\at  these  creeds  and  confessions  were  of  equal 

‘authority 'with  the  scriptures.  Protestant  church- 

‘es  have  been  uniform  in  maintaining  that  these 

« 

,  ‘public  instrumen's  were  only  their  authorised,  ap- 
‘prbved  sense  of  the  scriptures.  Thus  a  Protestant 
‘Socinian,  in  his  ciefed.or  confession,  di  dares  that 
■  ‘in  the  u  chap,  of  John’s  gospel,  there  is  no  proof 
‘of  the  Supreme  Deity  of  the  Saviour.— A  Calvinist, 
‘or  an  Arminian,  on  the  other  hand,  in  his  creed  or 
‘confession,  declares  that  iirthat  chapter,  and  in 
‘other  parallel  passages,  the  doctrine  is  as' clearly 
‘maintaincdas  words  can  express* 
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“There  are  ihdeed  some  sects  who  are  very  bit- 
*t?r  against  the  use  of  creeds  and  confessions; 
•But,  in  them,  the  old  proverb  is  verified,  “the  legs 
‘of  the  lathe  are.  not  equal.’*.  These  sects  hold  it 
•as  a' leading  article,  that  they  shall  have  no  creeds, 
•nor  confessions— And  few  are  ever  at  any  Uiae 
•admitted  into*  the  ir  communion,  till  they  are  pretfy 
•well  scrutinized'  respecting  their  belief  in  this  im« 
•portant,  fundannental  article.  -  <’  Not  satisfied  with 


V  ...  -  .  ‘  ‘  •  ' 

•this  inconsistency,  the'  most  of  thein  manifest  un> 


•to  the  world,  the  folly  and  the  absurdity  of  theif 
•system  still  farther.  They  require  of  every  One 
•who '  is  to.be  admitted  into  thltir  communion,  ’  an 
•open’  declaration  of  his  principTeSr-  He  must  at 
•least,  give  them  satisfaction,  that  he  shall  conforni 
‘to  the  rules  of  their  society.  They .  hiay  call  this 
•declaration, -an  experience,  or  an  examination,  or 
‘by -whatever  name  they  please;  but  it  is  to  all  im 
•tents  and  purposes,  a  creed  or  confession.  The 
•candidate,  Jn  giving  '  the  satisfaction  required, 
•makt  s  known  to  the  society  his  articles  of  belief, 
•and  the  society  having  heard-'his  declaration,  pro- 
‘ceed  to  judge  whether  he  is  worthy  of  being  re- 
•ceived.  'I'ne  question  then,  betwixt  these  sects, 
•and  those  churches  which  acknowledge  the  use  of 
‘creeds  and  confessions^  is  not  “Whether  -creeds 

•  ‘and  confessions  be  necessary;”  The  necessity  of 
•creeds  and  confessions  is,  by  the  practice  oi  both 
‘parties,  acknowledged.  The  real  state  ol  the  ques- 
•tion  is,  “whether  the  church  ought  to  have  a  writ-' 

*  ‘/e//,  or  merely  a  verbal  creeds  Whether 'ought 
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*  *this  creed  to  be  Jixed^  or  may  it  be  cAawg’ca?  wiib 
‘.‘every  meeting  of  the  church?**’  One  would  think 
‘that  it  does  not  require  much  common  sense,  or 
‘experience  to  determine  which  side  of  this  ques- 
‘tion  is  the  most  consistent  and  rational.  Public 
‘creeds  and"confessions  are,  in  fact,  absolutely  ne> 
‘cessary  in  the  present  state  of  society.  And  they 
‘will  continue  to  be  so  till  Christians  shall  all  have 
^as  much  charity  as  to  .make  it  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
‘ence,  whether  the  Saviour  is  the  Mighty  God,  or  a 
fmere  man— whether  his  satisfaction  for  sin  was 
‘complete,  or'  only  partial— whether  the.  punish- 
‘ment  of  sin  shall  be  eternal,  or  only  for  a  time. 
<TiU  the  professors  of  Christianity  shall  have  arri- 
*ved  to  this  perfection, 'every  sect  will  find  it  ne- 
‘cessary  to  have  some  sort  of  a  creed  or  confession. 
‘In  these  public  instruments,  every  church  mast 
‘hold  up  unto  the  world  her  particular  views  of  all 
‘the  doctrines  of  revelation.  Without  these  public 
‘instruments,  it  ds  in  the  nature  of  things  utterly 
‘impossible  for  any  one  to  tell  how  far  any  church,' 
‘as  a  body  collective,  is  holding  the  doctrines  of 
‘the  gospel,  in  their  fulness,  their  purity  and  di- 
‘vine  authority.**.  ■  ,  ,  , 

Perhaps  the  most  formidable,  because  the  most 
fallacious,  argument  which  was  ever  brought  against 
creeds  and  confessions,  i«,  “that  they  naturally  and 
ntcessarily.infringe  upon  the  liberty  of  consciencc.*r 
Were  there  any  instances  of  churches  forcing  men 
to  embrace  their  sentiment‘s,  or  forcing  men  to 
continue  in  their  communion,  as  teachers  or  private 
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aiemberst  after  they  hady  upon  due  deliberation> 
changed  their  sentiments*  there  would  be  some 
ground  for  the  charge.  ^  But  when  the  fact  is*  that 
all  churches  are  voluntary  associations*  and  that  the 
whole  design  of  creeds  and  confessions  is  to.  ascer¬ 
tain  what  are  the  sentiments  of  communities  and 
individuals*  and*  consequently*  only  require  of  the 
members  'of  the  church  that  thev  be  honest  men,^ 
Say*  openly  and  unequivocally*  if  these  are'  your' 
views  of  divine  truth.  The  assertion  is  a  base 
calumny— -a  wicked  perversion  of  the  mse  of  lan¬ 
guage.  Hear*  however*  what  a  G.erman  author*  as 
translated  by  the  late 'Dr.  John  Erskine*  of  £din« 
burgh,  says  to  thi»objection:-7^ 

“Formulas,  ther^rfbre,  are 'not  unnecessary,  if 
^they  prevent  in  a  considerable  degree,  first,  the 
‘internal  divisions,  and. then  -the  general  decay  of 
^religion  in  a  particular  sect  of  Christians.  But* 
‘they  have  another  happy  effect.  They  secure  to 
‘the  laity  liberty  of  conscience.  If  ministers  may 
‘preach'  what  they  .please*,  the  edification  of  the 
‘p  jople  is  left  to  the  mercy  of  every  .wild  fanatic, 
‘or  of  a  flighty  "youth,  who'has  heard  something 
‘strange  at  an  University,  or  has  read  some  new 
‘notion  in  the  immortal  works  of  Bahrdt,  or  in^the 
‘general  German  Bililiothec.  Liberty  of  conscience 
‘is  the  natural  right  of  communities’,  as  well  as  of 
‘individuals.  But  the  lait3r must  bid  adieu  to  this  - 
‘right;  if  teachers  are  allowed  to  force  instructions 
‘upon  them*  which  they  view  as  false  and  perhi- 
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I  *cious;,or  to  expose  as  absurd  and  ridiculous^  what ' 

*  ‘they  regard  as  certainly  true,  and  highly  important. 
•In  this  way,  only  the  teacher  has  liberty  of  ,con- 
•science,  not  the  church.  I*  men  are  entitled  to 
‘join  the  religious  sect  which  they  prefer,  they  are 
‘entitled  to  demand,  that  he  who  undertakes  to 
‘minister  among  them,  shall  preach  the  doctrines 
‘of  that  sect,  or  at  least  nothing  opposite  to  them. 
‘He  who  accepts  that  office,  tacitly  enters'  into  such 
^an  engagfement.  Without  this,  their  peace 
‘in  this  life,  '  and  their  ,  happiness  in '  the' 
‘next,  are  left  to  the  discretion,  .  not  of  a 
‘Pope,  who  may  be  a  man  of  age  and  experi- 
‘ence;  not  of  a  general  council,,  where  many  of 
‘the  judges  are  wise  and  honest;  but  perhaps  of  a 


‘half- taught,  though  proud  and  presumptuous 
‘youth,  who  passes  over  in  silenct ,  or  opposes,  the 
‘important  foundations  of  their  faith  and  hope,  and 
‘retails  to  them  the  cold  imperfect  morals  of  phi- 
‘losophy.  To  force  on  a  Jewish  synagogue  » 
‘Christian  preacher,  would. be  tyranny  and  oppres- 
•sion;  and  yet,  by  the  liberal  ideas  of  those  who 
‘condemn  the  edict,  the  rights  of  conscience  require, 
^that  Christians  shall  want  the  benefit  of  churches 
‘in  an  esta'dishment,  or  be  constrained  to  hear  So- 
‘cinian  or  Deistical  sermons.— But,  you  object  not 
‘so  much  to  confessions  in  general,  as  to  the  gross 
‘errors  of  our  Protestant  confessions.  -We  hinder 
‘not  your  thus  objecting,  and  teaching  in  your  reli- 
‘gious  assemblies  an  opposite  system.  Only,  wc 
‘chum  the  same  freedom  of  condemning  your  thC'^ 
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^ologtcal  tenetsJ*and;W  preventing  them  from*  be- 
*ing  taught  in  our  lurches.  We  tolerate  Jewj' 
‘and  force  not  ourstlyes  into  their  synagogues  to' 
‘teach  baptism:  Neither  do  they  intrude  into  ouf 
.  ‘churches  to  persuade’ us  to  be  circumcised.  The 
‘edict  deprives  no  man  of  his  liberty  of  leaving  one* 
‘sect  of  Christians  and  jdining  another;  or  of  be- 
‘coniing  Deist’  or  Jew,  if  he  chooses  it  rather.  If 
‘the  King  speaks  of  Socihian  or  Deistical  errors^, 
‘surely  he  has  as  good  «  title  to  do  this,  as  writers' 
‘against  the  edict  have  to  proriounce  the  old  .Pro- 
‘testant  doctrines  nonsense.  The  King  has  not 
‘used  such  illiberal  and  indelicate  expressions*'* 
‘The  edict  Candidly  supposes,  that  Sjcinians, 'De¬ 
mists  and'  Jews,  may  be  good  members  of  society, 
‘and  entitled  to  its  protection.  Indeed^  it  doth 
‘not  expressly  tolerate  societies  of  Deists.  But' 
‘as  yet 'there- are  nO  such  societies;  and  it -is  time 
‘enough  to  grant  them .  toleration j  when  they  are 
‘formed,  and  ask  it.  •  In  Prussian  Lithuania,  and 

i 

‘East  Friesland,  Sociriian  churches  were  tolerated. 
‘Probably  the  nurnliers  of  that  denomination  have 
‘s6  decreased,  that  there  are'  now  no  congregations 
‘of  them  asking  oleratron,  and  therelbre  no  occa- 
‘sion  for  mentioning  them  in  the  edict.” 


•  'No  The*  R  .yal  Editt>  referred  to  in  the 
above  rxin»et,  was  issued  by  ihe'king  of  Prusr,iii| 
9  h  July,  1788,  and  the  object  of  it  was  to  exclude 
from  the  naiioBal  pulpit  preachers  who  dtd  nbt  rc* 
c»::ye  the  Augsbgv^h  confession,  li  was  occasion¬ 
ed  by  meuy  clergymen,  not  only  aitacking^  from 
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Another  question  of  considerable  importance, 
arising  from  tlie  transactions  recorded  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  paper,  is, 

Can  an  officer  in  a  religious  comniunity»  when 
charged,  or  about  to  be  charged  with  a  breach  of 
-trust,  get  clear  of  trial  or  censure,  by  withdrawing 
from  the  community,  and  renouncing  its  authority? 

It  is  evident,  from-  the  narrative  above,  that 
Messrs.  McNemar  and  Thompson,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
supposed  that  they  got  entirely  free  from  the  goy- 
.ernment  of  Synod,  by  giving  in  their  protest  and 
declinature.  It  is  equally  evident,  that  Symod  still 
continued  to  consider  the  separating  brethren  as 
under  their  authority,  and  upon  this  authority  pro¬ 
ceeded,  first  to  suspend  them,  and  then-t*  depose 
them.  Were  the  Synod  justifiable  in  thus  claiming 
authority  over  those  who  had  separated  from  them? 
They  were;  and  society,  both  civil  and  religious, 
must  be  in  a  wretched  state,  where  there  is  even  a  " 
deubt'on  the  subject.'  Does  the  horse  thief,  or  the 
murderer,  of  Kentucky',  get  free  from  all  legal  and 
moral  obligation  to  answer  for  his  crimes,  by  cros¬ 
sing  the  Ohio,  or  even  the  Atlantic;  and  thereby 
getting  into  a  country  where  the  laws  of  Kentucky 
have  no  authority?  Did  not  Messrs.  McNemar, 
and  Stone,  and  Marshall,  See.  &c.  each  of  them,  at 

the  press, Uhe  most  essential  truths  of  the  gospel;  ‘ 
but  preaching  doctrines  opposite  to  those  in  which 
they  had  solemnly  engaged  to  instruct  their  people. 
Among  these  disturbers  of  the  peace,  there  w'as  a 
class  who  called  ihemselyes  ^^Christian  Deists.**'- 

y 
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two  tlifFer«nt  times^at  least,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  call  heaven  and  earth  to  witness,  that  thejr^ 
received  the  Presbyterian  Confession  of  Faith  as 
their  own  contession,  and  as  being^ounded  on  the 
word  of  God?  and  did  they  not,  as  plainly  and  ex¬ 
pressly,  promise,  that,  while  they  continued  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  they  would  defend 
the  doctrines  of  said-  Confession  against  all.  oppo¬ 
site  errors?  and,  in  the  whole  exercise  of  their  of¬ 
fice,  be  subject  to  the  government  and  discipline  ef 
the  church?  These  men  are  now  publicly  chai'grd 
with  having  violated,  in  a  variety  of  instiinces, 
these  solemn  engagements—the  cliarge  is  just 
about  to  be  investigated,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  churchi  wiien,  forsooth,  they  all  at  onee  erect 
another  church,'disown  the  authority  of  their  breth-' 
ren;  and,  with  the  thief,  standing  on ^  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  Ohio,  cry  out,  “Fortner  friends,  fare¬ 
well— while  we  were  supposed,  by  you  and  the  • 
public,  to  be  friends,  we  stole  your  property,  and 
burnt  your  houses;  but  now,  when  we  can  no  lon¬ 
ger  be  recognized  as  men  to  be  trtisted,  we  re¬ 
nounce  your  authority,  and  bid  you  defiance.*'  Let 
the  reader  carefully  obse’rve  that  these  men  never 
were  accused  by  Synod  for  having  changed  their 
sentiments.'  If  there  was  ^fdt  here,  it  was  guilt 
over  w.hich  the  Synod  claimed  no  controul.  They 
were  simply  charged  yith  having  preached  doc¬ 
trines,  under  the  authority  of  Synod,  which  both 
they  arid  Synod  had  solemnly  declared  were  con¬ 
trary  to  the  word/6f  God;  and  when  they  would 
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not  submit  to  have  the  charge  investigated,  they 
.were  suspended  fpr  s^:hispi;  or,  in  other  words,  for 
ruuning  from  the  house  before  they  seuled  their 
accounts.  The  language  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  in 
the  above  met.tioned  edict,- was,  and  still  is,  tlte 
language  qf  Synod.  .“Jiivery  one  has,  however,  full 
permission,  from  his  own  free  conviction,  to  re- 
r.ouncc  his  old  cqnfessiou,  and  adopt’ a  new  one.— > 
Only,  for  avoiding  various  inconveniences,  he  must 
p\\blicly  announce  this  his  change  of  his  religion.”' 
“Vfhen,  brethren,”  said  Synod,  “at  your  licensure 
$nd  ordination,  you  pronusrd.  to  defend  the  doc- 
trinee  of  cur  confession,  w'e  believed,  and  we  still 
belie vi^,\  that  you  made  this  promise  vender  a  full 
mad  freV  conviction  that  th<^se  doctrines  were  agree* 
to  the  word  of  God,  If,' upon  full  convic¬ 
tion,  you  bo'W  cannot  any  longer  support  our  Con¬ 
fession  of  iKaith,  and  form  of  church  government, 
be  honest  mtf^  still,  and  tell  us  so,  and  you  shall 
have  your  discharge;  but  you  shaU  not,  within  our 
bosom,  and  under  our  authbrity,  j^each  doctrines 
diametrically  opposKe  to  those  which  you  have 
sworn  to  support,  without  being  Called  ,  to  an  ae- 
count.-  .  .  .  ^ 

This,  however,  sujjgeksi  another  important 
question;  viz,  •  .  .  .  ' 


Church  Censures.  •  85 

ITHAT  IS  THE  NATURE  AND  THE 
USE  OF  CHURCH  CENSURES? 

A  church  censm  e  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
an  authoritittiye  declaration,  that  such  a  person, 
who  once,  in  the  character  of  a  member  of  the 
church,  enjoyed  certain  privileges,  h,as  now,  by 
some  \  iolation  of  an  established  rule,  rendered 
himself  uitworthy  of  enjoying  these  privileges^  or 
has  altogether  forfeited  his  membership^  AH 
church  censures  may,  consequently,  be  cessed  un¬ 
der  two  general  heads;  viz.  those  which  only  de¬ 
prive  the  supposed  offender  of  the  enjoyments  of 
certain  privileges  fOr  a  time,  generally  till  repent¬ 
ance  is  manifested-^'and  those'^which  cast  the  of< 
fender  altogether  out  of  the  community,  declaring  - 
him  no  longer  a  member^  The  divine  authority, 
tipon  which  all  church  censures  rest,  is  in  these' 
words  pf  ouf  Lord:^“Moreover,  if  thj^  brother 
♦shall  trespass  against  theej  go  and  tell  him  his  fault 
♦between  thee  and  him  alone:  if  he  shall  hear  thee, 
‘thou  hast  gaiord  thy  brother.  But  if  he  will  not 
♦hear  theey  then  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more, 
‘that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  wituesses  every 
♦word  may  be  established.  And  if  be  shall  neglect 
to  hear  them,  telb  it  unto  the  church:  but  if  he  ne¬ 
glect  to  hear  the  church,  let'  him  be  unto  thee  as 
♦an  heathen  man  and  a  publican.”  Matt,  chapt* 
xviii.  IS — 18. 


Churches,  or  particular  communities  of  chris* 
tians,  have  differed  about  the  jnanaer  in  which  tKo 
Voi.  II.  H  2 
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ppwer  of  excl^Uvling.  or.  inflicting,  other  cen^njres,  ih. 
to  be  exercised.  Whether,  for  instance, H  is  Wbe 
exercised  in  a  bishop*^3  court,  or  in  the  various 
Presbyterian  courts,  or  by  the  whole  comtnunity. 
But  Messrs.  IS^arshall,  Sec.  gtc.  are,  p5rhaps,  the 
only  persons  who  ever,  in  plain  terms,  denied  that 
a  power  of  this  kind,  was  inherent  in  the  church,  ojr 
that  it  must  be  exercised  in  some  form  or  other. 
The  ^inciple,  indeed,  is  a  common  law,  or  rather.* 
^  common  sense  principle.  Can  any  society,  ci¬ 
ther  civil  or  religious^  exist,  or  do  aay  business, 
without  hatHpg  a  power  to  say  who  shall,  or  who 
shaU  not  be  membersi 

In  the  Presbyterian  church,  all  censures  inflict¬ 
ed  upon,  officers,  rest  upon  the  doctrines,  ‘fthat  Je- 
s.us,  as  the  head  of  the  church,  hath  appointed  a 
distinct  order  of  men  to  preach  the  word,  to  a(J- 
xninister  sacraments,  and  to  govern  the  cburch”-|r. 
apd,  also,  “that  this  ord^er  hte  the.  sole  power,  of 
judging  who  is  qualified  for  being  an.  officer,  and 
who  is  not  .qualified;*^  or,  40  otlier  words,  “that 

those  who  are  in  office  have  the  sole  power  of  con- 
•ferring  office,  or  depriving  ©t-  office.”  A  full  de-  ‘ 
fence  and  illvstration  of  these  -two  principles  will 
likely  fall  in  our  way,  when  we  come  torevieWsonic 
churches  where  they  are.  either  denied  or  much- 
perverted.  ^  In  the  mean  time,  we  shall  only  men¬ 
tion  an  argument  or  ^o  By  which  they  are  sup¬ 
ported. 

1st.  It  is  ai'act,  that  our  Loi^d  appointed  the 
Q.fficcrs.of  thi  church,  under  the  New-Tcstament 
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dispensation,  before  any  congregation  waa  collect¬ 
ed;  i.  e.  the  officers  existed  before  the  society  to 
■which  they  were  to  be  officers  existed.  See  Matt. 
X.  1 — 15.  The  authority  of  ch«p-ch  rulers  isnoty, 
therefore,  derived  from  the  people. 

2.  It  is  plainly  declared,  that  there  shall  be  a» 
uninterrupted  succession  of  duly  qiialified,  and  duly 
authorised  officers  in  the  church,  tilhhe  end  of  time. 
See  Matt,  xxviii.  18 — ro,  and  Eph.^iv^.  8— -15 — and 

3.  The  Apostle,  in  his  Epistles  to  Timothy  and 
Titus,  has  given  the  church' a  full  account  of  thc' 
manner  in  which  this  succession  is  to  be  prbserved.:' 
The  qualifications  of  a  divinely  called  offitcr  arfe 
given  at  large.  See'  1st  Tina.  iii.  1— endk  "lltus  i. 

'  5—1 V.  And,'  in  express  tertns,  TTnaothy,  and  withi 
him  all  other  officers,  are  charged  not  to  invest  any 
with  official  authority,  nor  to  acknowledge’  any  in 
this  character j  who  have  not  these  ■  qualifications. 
See  1  Tim.  v.  21- and  22;  and -2  Tim.  ii.  2.  j 

Thus  much  for  the  nature  of  church  censures.. 
Now  for  their  use. — What  is  a  church?  It  is  pro¬ 
fessedly  aholy  society.  What  is  the  use  of  a  church?"^ 
It  is  to  promote  holiness  in  the  world.  But  can 
any  church  continue  a  holy  society,  if  there  is  nO’ 
power  exercised  to  keep  from  our  bosoms  persons’ 
who  are  unholy,  or  persons  who  have- adopted^ 
principles  which,  were  they  fully  acted  upon,  would . 
destroy  the  whole  system  of  divine  truth,  the' only ‘ 
foundation  of  noliness?  Again— Can  a  church,  can 
any' society,  accomplish  the  end  of  its  association, 
unless  every  member,  in  his  particular  place,  per- 
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form  ihe  duty  assignfr^  him?  I  am  a  preacher,  for 
Instance,  and  the  church  to  whom  I  belong,  and 
under  vdiose  atuhoritv  I  exercise  mv  ministry,  has 
declared,  id  the  Jnost -solemn  manner,  that  the 
preaching  of  certain  doctrines  promote  holiness,, 
and  the  preaching,  of  certain  other  doctrines  will  , 
ultimately  pronmte  licentiousness  and  inBdelityr 
Can  the  great  design  of  our  church  connection  be 
accomplbhed,if  I  . am  allowed'to  go' on  and  preach, 
in  direct  opposition  to  our  articles  of  association? 
Freacludoctrines  which  naturally  destroy  holiness? 
All  church  censures,  therefore^  by  the  blessing  of. 
their  divine  institutot*,  secure  to  the.  church  two 
great  aftd  important  advantages— 4hey^prcserve  her 
purity,  «nd  they  regulate,  ;and  give  energy  to  her 
actions.  Examine  the  history  of  the  church,  from.  ~ 
the  beginning  to.  the  present  day— look  at  her  in 
eyery  comer  where  she',,  or  a  fragment  of  her,  has 
been  known,  and  you  will  find,  that  in  exact  pro¬ 
portion  as  censures  have  been  rigidlyand  faithfully 
inflicted,  have  been  the  purity  and  the  w.elLdirfict- 
ed  activity  of  the  church.. 

Bui  the  question  still  occurs,  What'  is  the  use  ofl 


•church  censures,  when,  as  in  thecase  of  Marshall, and 
others,  the  persons,  censured  will  not  submit,  but 
disown  our  authority,  and  either,  erect  a.  new  reli¬ 
gious  communion,  or.  take  refuge  under  a  name 
formerly  erected?  Proceed,  and  do  your  duty;  The. 
authority  under  which  you  act,  as  a^court  c£ 
Christ,  is  plain  and  express— ^‘Verily  I  say  unto^ 
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(  you,  whatso'^ver  ye.tind  on  twrih  shall  be  bound  in 
heaven,  and  whatsoever vye'Jbose  cm  earth  shall,  be 
loosed  in  heaven.”  Leave  the  results  to  him  in 
whosemaihe  yoii  act.  If  yoUr  sentence  is  conform¬ 
able ‘to' the  scriptural  rule,  i.  c.  if  the  objects  of 
censure  are  really  just  objects  of ‘censure,  J^h'ovah 
Jesus  will,  in  his  own  time  and  way,  see  to  the 
honour  of  his  appointment.  In  the  mean  time,  all 
professed  Christians,  both  within  and-  without  the 
authority  of  your  government,  atve  solemnly  warn¬ 
ed,  that  the  man  whom  3'ou  have  pointed  out,  is  at 
bestbuta  suspicious  character;  and  that,  before 
they  cah.  give  him  any  countenance,  as  a- private 
member,  or  a  preacher  of  the.  gospel,  they  muit,  at 
they  shall  answer,  in  the  great  day,  to  3‘our  Lord^T  . 
and  their  Lord,  examine  the  charges  which  yoa 
have  preferred  against  him,  and  the  maOner  in 
which  they^are  supported.  •  - . 

We  shall  only  add,  that,  short  as  ihe  history  of 
the  church  is  ,in  Kentucky,  and  numerous  as  the 
difficulties  which  attend  a  faithful  exercise  of 

,  .  j 

discipline,  instances  are  not  to.  seek  of  censures  in-  . 
ilicted,  and  s.that,  too,  upon  very  rebellious  and 
powerful  men,  being  evidently  marked  with  .the  ' 

»  S'  ' 

seal  of  heaven.  Some  of  these  will  fall  in  our  way 
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:  WINCHESTER'S  DEFEAT. 

/  ''  f.  " 

And' there  was -a  great  cry  in  Egypt.,  because 
there  was  not  an  house  where  there  was  not 
one  dead.  ,  . 

The  most  of  our  readers  need  not  be  informed, 
that,  for  several  Weeks  past,  the  inhabitants  of  this  ^ 
place,  and  of  the  state,  generally,  have  been  occa¬ 
sionally  tried  with  the  most  pungent. anxiety.  In 
holy  providence  many  of  our  friends  and  acquaint- 
ces,  our  husbands,  our  brothers,  our  sons,  and  first 
born,'  were  ^posed  to  eminent  danger  in  the  affair 
of  22nd  January',  at  the  river  Raisin.  The  news 
of  the  general  result  soon  reached  us,  and  reached 
us  in  a  form  as  distressing  as  can  be  conceived. 
The  official  dispatch  said  it  would  fill  the  whole 
state  with  mourning;  and,  though  even  official  dis¬ 
patches  are  not  always,  in  things,  to  be  depend¬ 
ed  on,  yet  this  part  of  this  one.was,  literally,  fulfil¬ 
led.  Nearly  one  thousand  of  our  best  troops  cut 
to  pieces,  or  taken  prisoners,  and  the  heart  of  Gen. 
Winchester  cut  out — So  said  gen.  Harrison's  dis-' 
patch,'  and  accompanying  verbal  report.-  With 
pain  almost  inconceivable,  we  watched,  for  weeks, 
to  be  informed  of  the  particulars..  During  this 
periio'd  of  suspense,  we  had  one  day  a  report  that 
^elevated  our  spirits  considerably,  and  the  next  day 
one  which  cast  us  just  as  far  down  as  ever.  We 
had  been  confident  of  a  victory,  and,  behold,  a  de  • 
feat.  Let'  not  the  wise  man  glory  in  his  wisdonr, 
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nor  the  strong  npn  glory  in  his  s'rcngth.  Let  not 
him  M'hb  puWeth  bn  his.  armour  boast  as  he  who 
piUtelh  it  off.  A  small  misunderstanding  betwixt 
two  leaders,  br'some  little  unforeseen  accident,  can 
thwart  our  best  laid  schemcsyand  stain  the  pride  of 
our  highest  glory.  IIpw,sdon  may  cur  most  flat¬ 
tering  prospects  be  blasted  !  ' 

When,  in  the  coitrse.of  events,  w'e  have  obtain¬ 
ed  nearly  all  the  particulars,  we  find  that  our  loss 
has  not  been  so  great  as  might-have  been  expected 
~oothing  like  to  what  accounts  first  represented  it. 
Many  have  received  into  their  bosoms  their  rela¬ 
tions,  whom  they  had  given  up  for  dead;  and  some 
who  have  not  yet  received  any  ce.rtainjnformatlon,. 
are  not-.without  hopes.  that  men  would  praise 
the  Lord,  for  hjs  goodness  and  for  his  wonderful 

'  ^  ^  '  if 

works  to  the  children  of  men.  O  that  these  spared- 
livcs;^  these  lives  plucked  from  the  destroyer,  may 
be  devoSed  to  the  God  ,  of  battles,  and  the, God  of 
grace.  ~  ^ ,  v. 

Though  you  have,  .brethren,.narrowly  escaped, 
yet  an  awful  and  an  endlesi^.- eternity  still  awaits 
you.'  It  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die,  and 
after  'death,  the  judgementr  And  rest  assured, 
that  there  is  -not  another  name  under  heaven, 
among. men,  v/hertby  they- must  and- can  be  saved, 
but  the  name  of  Jesus.  Jehovah  frequently  speaks 
to  us,  in  the  dispe'n.sations  of  his  providence,  as  ex¬ 
pressly  as .  he  speaks  in  his  written  word.  'I’he 
Loro’s  voice  cricih  unto  tbs  cjtj%  and  the  man  of 
vdsdom  shall  see  thy  nan^.c— bear  yc  the  rod,  and 
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who  hnth  appointed  it.  He  is  certainly  saying  to' 
you,  “Up,  and  flee  from  the  wrath  which  is  to 
come.*’  Lay  hold  upon  the  hope  .which  is  set  be* 
fore  you.  '  Be  no  longer'indifferent  about  the  one 
thing  needful.  It  will  be  awffil,  indeed,  if,  after 
such  a  merciful  preservation,  you  shall  be  distin¬ 
guished  only  by’  your  profanity  and  hardness  of 
h'eart.'  ’  , 

But  some  of  our  clear  friends  are  certainly  slain. 

'  .  '  '  ' 

This  worthy  woman  has  lust  her  husband — this 

sister  has  lost  a  brother— this  father  or  mother  has 
lost  a  most  promising  son.  No  friend  had  even 
an  opportunity  of  closing  their  eyes,  or  committing 
their  mangled  bodies  to  oiir  mother  earths  The' 
stroke  is  severe,  and  could' the  sympathy  of’^ur 
f'dlow' men  restore  the' lost,  your  eyes  would*  be 
only  wet  with  tears  of  joy.  But  the  will  of  the 
Lord  be  done.  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord 
taketh  away,  and  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
Lv't  us  adore  what  of  his 'ways  we  cannot  compre¬ 
hend.  What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now— but 
thou  shalt  know-  hereafter.  Where,  my  friend, 
w^>uld  you  this  day  have  been,  had  your  soul  been 
required  at  the  time  you  lost  your-  husband,  or 
brother,  or  son? '  Give  all  diligence  now  to  make 
your  own  calling  and  election  sure.  Be  ready’,  for 
you  know  not  at  what  hour  the  Son  of  man  cometh. 
You  must  go  to  your  friend,  but  he  will  never  re¬ 
turn  to  you.  Are  you  a  believer  in  Jfesus?  Th^'h, 
whatever  God  has  taken,  and  may  yet  take  Irom 
you,  he  will  ■  never  take  from  you  himself.  This 
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God  shxdl  be  my  God  forevef  and  ever,  and  my  s 
guide -even  unto  death.  God  livea^and  blessed  he 
my  rock,  and  let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  exalt' 
ed.  Have  you  still  a  son  or  a  daughter  remaining? 

See  that  you  double  your  diligence  in  discharging 
the  duty  of  a  parent  to  them.  Their  lives  will  alsp 
some  day  be  called  for;  and  if  you  bring  them  up 
heathens,  tlie  blood  of  their  precious,  imihortal 
souls,  will  be  required  of  your  hands. 

The  news  of  the  disaster,  as  we  first  heard  it, 
according, to  their  own  written  declarations,  stupi-- 
fied  the., hardiest  of  our  warriors.  Report  has  ad¬ 
ded,  that  general  Harrison  wept  when  he  heard  the 
fate  of  a  favourite  company.  What*  an  alarm  will 
the  sound  of  the  last  trumpet  awaken  in  the  breast 
ofthe  moTst  careless  and  hardened.  ^^Behold,  he 
(the  despised  Saviour)  coroeth  with  the  clouds;  and 
every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  they  also  who  pierced 
him:  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  shall  wail  be¬ 
cause  of  him.  Even  so  Amen/*  In  that  decisive  . 
day,  ^Hhekit^s  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men,  and 
the  rich. men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighQr 
men,  and  et'ery  bond  man,  and  every  free-roan,  shall 
hide  ,  themselves  in  the  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the 
mountains;  and  shallsay  to  the  mountains  and  rocks, 
fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that 
sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Lamb:  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come;  and 
who  shall  be  able  to  stand?’*  ' 

How  vain  a  thing  is  military,  and  all  other 
worldly  gloiy',  when  not  used  in  subserviency  to 
VoL.  II.  I 
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an  interest  in  that  covanant  which  is  ordered  in  atl 
things,  and  sure.  Verily^ they  build  all  too  low, 
who  build  below  the  skies.  Patriotism  is  a  good 
thing,  when  rightly  understood—hut,  when  it  is 
used' as  connected  with  nothing  but  what  is  to  be 
obtained  in  this  world,  it  is  an  empty  dream— it  is 
the  destruction  of  Our  best,  our  immortal  interests. 

Where  now  are  the  Alexander's,  and  the  Cesar’s, 

t  ^ 

and  Gregory’s— the  mighty  men  of  both- church 
and  state— in  public  and  private  life?  They  have 
passed  away  as  a  dream  of  the  .  night,  as  a  tale 
which  has  been  told.  The  surn  of  their  history 
this  day  is  little  more  thaii  that  they  lived,  and 
died,  and  some  of  them  were  buried,  and  some 
were  not.  A  shroud  and  a  grave  are  this  day  all 
their  possessions.  Their  possessions,  did  we  say? 
These,  which  we  call  their  possessions,  have  loiig 
ago  been  devoured,  by  the  worms;  and  the  very 
place  where  they  were  deposited  with  great  pomp, 
is,  literally,  unknown.  / 

But  of  what  use  is  it  to  talk  to  plain  Republi- 
’  cairs,  untutored  rustics,  of  Alexanders  and  Cesar  s, 
of  kings  and  Popes?  Of  much  use,  Brethren.— 
Humidn  nature  is  every  where  the  same:  It  is  the 
same  in  the  cottage,  which  it  is  in  the  palace«»the 
same  in  the  woods  of  Kentucky,  which  it  is  in 
>  London  or  Paris.  The  same  disposition  which 
will  contend  unjustly  for  a  horse,,  or  a  cow,  or  a 
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Our  joys,  and  our  sorrows— our  friendships, 
and  our  quarrels— our  riches,  and  our  poverty, 
however  great  and  worthy  of  being  held  in  everlast¬ 
ing  4'ememDrance.  they  may  appear  in  our  own  eyes, 
are  soon  to  be^  forgotten. ;  However  important  we 
may  now  appear,  in  our  own  eyes,  or  in  the  eyes 
of  our  friends,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that,  in 
less  than  lialf  a  generation,  not  above  one  or  two. 
shall  so  much  as  know  what  were  our  names  and 
simames.  By  that  time  our  ashes  shall  be  mixed 
with  our  mother  earth,  and,  -  perhaps,  not  so  much 
as  one  stone  set  up,  to  tell  the  passing  traveller, 
there  lies  a  fdhto  creature.  May  our  names  be 
then  written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life.  Mav 
our  ashes  then  be  sleeping-in  Jesus.  If  it  should 
be  otherwise,  it  would  have  been  good  for  us  that 
we  had  never  been  bom— For  what  shall  it  profit  a 
man  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
own  soul,  or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for 
Ms  souU 
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About  a  year  ago,  a  number  of  the  good,  sober 
people  of  Chiilicothe,  state  of  Ohio,  formed  them¬ 
selves  into  a  Society,  bearing  the  - above  name. 
While  PATRIOTISM  is  very  laudably  employetk 
in  defending  our  frontiers  and  sea  coasts  •  from  in* 
vasion,  PIETY  certainly  ought  not  to  be  blamed. 
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while  she  endeavours  to  point  out  a  number  of*  ins 
temal  foes*  who  have,  for  a  generation  or  two,  been 
horribly  butchering  the  father  and  the  son— the  iiH 
fant  and  the  aged.  The  state  of  .Kentucky  has, 
indeed,  as  well  as  the  state  of  Ohio,  in  a  number  of 
acts,  passed  in  due  form,  DECLARED  WAR 
against  those  ravagers— -but  it  is  here,  as  in  some 
Other  cases,  to  declare  war,  and  to  curry  on  a  war, 
are  two  distinct  things.  It  is  evident,  that  multi- 
tudes  of  those  who  have  been  loud  in  denouncing 
the  Tyrants,  are  themselves  their,  most  abject. 
SLAVES.  We  shall  Iiear,  however,  how  the  free 
men  in  Ohio  speak.  .  '  . 

In  the  KI.  Article  of  their  Constitution,  these 
enemios  are  entuneraweV— ,  :  . 

Art.  XT.  That  with  a  direct  view  to  the  object 
4Jf  this  Asscci.'uictr,  We  the  members  dp  agree 
and  pledge  ourselves,  as  well  in  out  individual  as 
associate  capacity,  to  use  our  influence  to  discoun¬ 
tenance,  discourage  and  suppress  the  several  spe^ 
ties  .of  vice  which  so  greatly  prevail  in  this  placed 
to.vnt^. 

J.  The  violation  of  the  Sabbath,  by  business, 
travelling,  amusements  or  recreations,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  state -and  command. of  Gon. 

2.  Gambling,  in  all  its  forms,  including  shoot- 

'ing  matches,  cock-fighting,  horse- racing,  &c.  -  ' 

3.  Theatrical  amusements,  shows,  bij^s,  dan¬ 
cing-schools  and  frolics. 

4.  The  profanation  of  the  Holy  name  of  Goiy.  ' 

5.  The  intemperate  use  of  spirituous  and  in¬ 
toxicating  liquors.  And  that  we  will  aid  and  as-* 
sist  the  civil  oflicers  to  enforce  the  law  upon  all, 
such  as  (turning  our  friendly  designs  into  ridicule' 
and  contempt,)  persevere  in  the  open  commission 
of  such  crimes. 
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‘  Art.  XI I*. That  any  member  of  this  assqciatioi^ 
U'ho  shall  be  found  acting  contrary  to  the  design 
and  spirit  thereof^  shall  forfeit  his  membership* 

In  testimony .  whereof,  vte.  have  hereunto 
subscribed  our  names,  this  9th  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  a,  D.  1812. 

The  reasons  why^  these  are  denounced,  as  dead¬ 
ly  foes,  and  the  manner- in  which  they  propose  tO' 
carry  on  the  war,,  we  have  in  the  following  extracts 
from  their  address-  to  their  fellow  cltizens:~ 


It  is  known,  .that  all  that  we  have  in  our  consti¬ 
tution  denominated,  vices,  are  not  by  some  viewed 
as  such.  For  instance,  dancing  by  some  is  con^ 
sidered  as  an  innocent  amusement.  We  know  that 
It  is  not  prohibited  by  the'  laws  of  the  state,  and 
all  that  the  members  of, this  association  can  do,  or 
indeed  intend  to  do  respecting  it,  is  only  individu¬ 
ally  to  discountenance  it,, as  far  as  example  and  ia- 
fiuence  will  reach.-  ■ 

^Stage  plays  are'  to  be  considered  m  the  same 
point  of  vie\v7-  Men.  friendly  to  good  ofder  in  so¬ 
ciety^  and  to- morality  in  general,  may  honestly  dif¬ 
fer  respecting  these  things,  as  well  as  in  politics. 
Indeed  all  that  we  consider  as  vices,  which  are  not 
prohibited  by  law,  can  only  be  checked  by  the  or¬ 
derly  part  of  the  community  testifying  their  dis¬ 
approbation,  by  giving  them  no  countenance.'  Al¬ 
though  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  this 
much,  yet  we  are  not  to  be  understood  as  if  we 
thought  dancing  or  »tage  as  they  are  com¬ 

monly  practised,  innocent  ammements..  We  need 
only  mention  the  waste  of  precious  time  that  our 
youth  ought  to  improve  to  infinitely  better  pur¬ 
pose;  the  needless  waste  of  money,  which  goes  for 
the  most  part  to  support  the  idle  and  most  ' worthy 
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less:  But  'what  is,  perhaps,  'R'ijrsc  tnnn  aii,  vs  me 
exposing  youiSg  persons  (especialiy  females)  to  un* 
suitable  company  at  unreasonable  hours,  where  at* 
fachments  are  often  formed  which,  prove  the 
source  of  much  misery  and  regret  during  a  whole 
life. 

As  to  the  offences  punishable  by  the  laws  of  the 
&tate,  the  object  of  this  Association  is  by  every 
lawful  means  to  discourage  and  discountenanoe 
them,  to  reprove  and  advise,  m  hen  prudence  may  di¬ 
rect,  and  be  ready  to  aid  and  assist  the  officersof  jus- 
bringing  obstinate  offenders  to  punishment. 


tice  in  bringing  obstinate  oilenuers  to  punishment. 
Cut  in  doing  this  we  have  no  intention  of  becom¬ 
ing  spies.  Our  proceedings  shall  be  as  public  as 
the  .vices  we  intend  to  suppress.  Nor  are  we  to 
act  as  an  inquisition  to  punish  those  who  may  dif¬ 
fer  from  us  in  dpiniony  or  be  opposed  to  us  or  to 
our  private  interest.  Neither  are  we  disposed  to 
usurp  the  duties  of  officers' either  judicial  Or  exe¬ 
cutive,  but  we  Intend  giving  them  6id  and  ehcottr^ 
agcment  vaiht  execution  of  the  law  they  are  Swottt 
to  maintain.  The  want  of  such  aid  and  counte¬ 
nance,  we  are  persuaded,  has  heretofore  deterred 
many  valuable  officers  from  performing  their  duty. 

We  shall  no  doubt  meet  with  much  opposition, 
and  many  misrepresentations  will  be  propagated} 
but  wCj  are  persuaded  that  no  parent  that  has  the 
good  of  his  offspring  at  heart,  no  Triend  to  but 
excellent  political  institutions;  in  short,  none  'who 
is  not  an  enemy  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind, 
will  withhold, that  countenance  and  encouragement 
which  we  will  endeavour  to  merit,  whether  such 
join  us  as  members  or  not.  And  from  the  treat 
diversity  of  religious  and  political  bpiniens  that 
exist  amongst  the  members  of  this  Association; 
there  is  no  possibility  (even  were  it  intended 
any)  of  wielding  it  as  a  political  engine. 

Every  ^Christian,  and  all  sound  ponticians,  wiH 
admit  that  ‘rlghteoushess  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin 
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Js  a  reproach  to  any  people.'  The  liberty  of  which 
our  country  boasts,  and  which  is  guaranteed  to  us 
ill  our  federal  and  stSte  constitulipus,  is  not  the 
lawless  liberty  of  savages,  but  the  empire  of  laws 
forrojrd  by  ourselves  and  calculated  to  promote  cur 
advantage.  It  must  be  ‘acknowledged,  however^ 
that  the  violation  of  the,  law  of  both  God  and  man 
prevail  among  us,  to  an  extent  which  ought  to  a- 
larm  any  member  of  the  community,  who  regards 


any  member  of  the  community,  who  regards 
the  wellare  of  either  the  present  or  future  genefra- 
tions.  ^ 

We  are  persuaded,  that  no  one  can  vie%v;  with 
indifference,  the  prevalence  of  those  evils  which 
We  have  noticed,  who  believes  that  d  righteous  and 
holy  God  governs  our  world.  They  are  sins  for 
which  he  has  threatened  to  visit  nations  and  ^iitdi* 
vidu’als  With  the  most  tremendous  judgments.  1$ 
It  not  for  these  and  oth^r  crimes  to  which  they 
give .  birth,  that  he  is  pleading  a  c^troversy  With 
the  nations  atoUnd  Usi.  And  must,  we  not 
look  to  these  and  other  sins  Which  t^qund  fov 
the  cause  of  those  frowning  dispensations  of  'his 
Providence  with  wHich  Our  oWn  land  has  so  lately 
been  visited.  ^Because  Of  swearing  'the  ‘land 
moumeih— If  ye  will  not  hear,  if  ye  will  'not  lay  ft 
to  heart,  to  give  .glory  unto  my  name,  saith  the 
Lqrd.Of  Hosts,  I  will  send  a  curse  Upon  you,  and 
1  will  curse  your  blessings.* 

'  That  our  magistrates  inay  be  encouraged,  and 
supported,  in  putting  a  atop  to  the  progress  of 
these  evils  is  exclusively  the  object  of  our  associa’* 
'tion.  May  we  not  confidently,  therefore^  expect 
the  friendly  and  zealous  cd*operation  of  eveiy  wise 
man  who  wishes  to  see  the  laws  of  his  counqy  res* 
pected?  In  a  government  like  ours,  where  the  su- 

iireme  power  is  vested  in  die  p6ople,  it  is  petuliar* 
y  necessary  that  the'  executive  officers  shocAd  b'6 
aided  and  encouraged  by  the  orderly  part  of  socie* 
ty."  Unsupported  by  their  fellpvr  citizens  they  wiU 
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be,  deterred  from  their  duty,  and  will  not  dare  ta 
exonerate  their  conscience  b)^-  the  faithful  execution 
of  the  laws.  Transgressors  will,  of  couise,  be¬ 
come  bold,  and  those  vices  which  are  already  con¬ 
taminating  our. youth,.  will  soon  become  fashiona¬ 
ble  among  all  classes  of  society.  • 

May  we  not,  also,,  indulge  the  pleasing  hope, 
that  thbse  who  have  hitherto,  violated'' the  law,  wiU 
unite  with  us  in  causing  it  to  be  hereafter  respect' 
edi  Should  any  Sabbath-breaker,  however,  any 
profane  or  disorderly  person,  determine  to  perse¬ 
vere  in  his  former  course,  we  consider  it  our  duty 
to  remind  him  of  consequences..  The  laws  of  this 
state,,  provided  for  the  prevention  of  immoralities, 
are  countenanced  by  the  laws  of’  God.  You  canr 
not,,  therefore,  transgress  the  laws  of  the  land  with¬ 
out  violating  the  ^ws  of  the  Great  King  of  the  XI- 
mverae.  And  is  it  hot  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  living  God,  who  is  p{  purer  eyes 
than,,  to  look  upon  sinl  Men  may  laugh  at  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  divert  themselves  with  the 
practice  of  iniquity;  but  the  word  of  God  assures 
us  that  feels  make  a  mock  of  un.  God  is  wise  in 
hear^  he  is  mighty  in  strength;  who  hath  h'ardened 
himself  against.  Him  and  hath  ptosperedl  Have- 
you  an  arm  like  Gbdl  .Can  you  thunder  with  sl' 
voice  like  his?.  Can  you  arise  in  the  majesty  of  your 
power,'  end  shake  terribly  the  earth?'  How  then  do 
you  expe<^  to  stand  witn  him  in  judgment?  Be  as^-. 
sured^  iniquties  will  find  you  out,  and  will 
citlaer  fill  you  with  penitential  sorrow  in  this  world,, 
.or  everl^ting  torment  in  the  world  to  come.  We 
cntreatyou,  .tnerefore,.inthe  spirit. of  meekness  and 
brotherly  love,  to  break  off  your  sinful  coi^se  and 
return  to  the  Lord  who-  will  nave  mercy  upon  you,, 
and  to  our-  God.  who  will  abundantly  pardon.  He 
has  commanded  all  men  to  remember  his  Sabbath- 
and  to  keep  it  holy.  The  observation  of  it  is  of  im¬ 
portance  to  our  country,  as  k^tencls  to  the  diffusion* 
of  knowledge,  and  promotes  the  good- order  and. 


harmony  of  the  community^  Hence.^  the  profana* 
tion  of  k  is  ptmishable  by  tW  laws  of  the  But 

in  a  moral  and  religious  point  of  view*  the  observa- 
.  tibn  of  it  is  stttt  more  important.  This  n  the  day  ; 
which  he  requires  us  to  devote  our  spuitual  and 
ternal  concerns,  in  reading  hiis  word,  hearing  the 
gospel  preached,  in  meditaiion  and  prayer.  The 
same  venerable  authority  requires  us  to  revere 
God’s  holy  name.  .  And  remember, .  that  if  ybti 
profane  it,  though  you  may  escape  punishaatiit 
from  men,yet'the  Lord  will  not  hold  you  gsiihless. 
He  may  hear  with  you  long,  but  how  long  us.  only 
can  tell.  And  though  you  should  escape,’  unpun¬ 
ished  in  this  life,  you  arc  treasuring  for  yodrseif, 
wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God. .  ’ 

While  we  thus  reprove  .you,-  Brethren*,  wtf  dis- 
cKarge  a  clmy  which  we  owe  .  to  our  God,  who  has 
said  *^tkbu  shalt  in  any  'wise  reprove  thy.  neighbour, 
and  not  suffer  sin  upon  him»*  But  should  you  con* 
temn  our  admonitions,  and  still  claim  the  liberty  of 
breaking  the  laws,  both  of  God  and  tnan,  the  good 
order,  of  tlte  community,  and  the  welfare  of  the  ri*' 
sing  generation  require  that  you  should  feel  their 
restraint.'  When  the  madman  easts  firebrands,  ar« 
rows,  and  death  around  him,  and  says  am  I  not  in 
sport,  would  you  not  confine  him?  And  is  it  not 
reasonable  that  those  who  sap  the  foundation  of 
morals,' and  teach,  by  their  example,  disobedience 
to  God  and. man,  should  be  restrained? 

But,  Brethren,  though  we  thus  speak.  We.  hope 
betttr  things  of  you.  Tf  you  respect  the  laws  cf 
your  country,  you  will  unite  with  us  in  endeavooiu 
ing  to  have  them  faithfully  executed. 

\  1  .  By  order  of  the  Association,  "t 

SAMUEL  FINLEY,  Chairmam.  ? 
j  Attest,  Thos:  S.  HiNbR,  Sec’ry,  ■- 
•  Thursday^  January  9, 1812. 
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The  following  is  a  brief  abstract  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  which  was  read  on  this,  occa* 
oion.  '!  • 

The  success  which  has  attended,  the  exertions 
of  the  Society  has  been  established  in  the  former 
-Reports.  The  Report  of  proceedings  during  the 
eighth  year  of  its  existence  will  prove  not  less  grat* 
ifying. .  ■  .  ^  ' 

I.  Europe. 

1.  Finldnd.^\x.  appears  that  the  number  of 
persons  who  speak  the  Finnish  le** 

than  1,300, (X}0,  ahd'^a¥  the  various  editions  of 
the  Scriptures  printed  in  it  have  never  been  ade* 
-equate  to-their  supply.  No  edition  either  of- the 
Old  or  New  Testament  has  been  published  for  the 
last  thirty  years:  arid  scarcely  a  single  perfcct'topy 
of  the  former  is  to  be  purchased.  On  the  ground - 
of  this  information,  the  printing  of  the  Finnish 
Scriptures  has  been  encouraged  by  a  grant  of  500/. 
.7'he  result  has  been,  that  the  Governor  General, 
and  the  Bishop  of :  Finland,  have  most  cordially 
approved  the  measure;' and  that  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  in  testimony  of‘  lus  approbation,  added 
to  the  Society’s  grant  the  sum  of  5000  rubles  from 
his  own  privy  purse.  “Thus,”  to  .  adopt  the 
words  of  the  Bishop  of  Finland,'  ^rin  the  Lord’a 
name,  a  foundation  is  laid  for  a.  work,  from  which 
religion  in  general,  and'the  Finnish  Churcti  in  par¬ 
ticular,  wiU,  by  the  .help  of  .God,  derive  a  certain 
and  lasting  advantage;*^  ..A  Society  has  been  form* 
ed  in  Finland,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Commit* 
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tee,  for  the.continucd  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures. 

2.  Lapland. — The  Lr.ponesc  Testament,  stated  in 
former  Reports  to  have  been  printing  under  the 
superintenclance  of  Bishop  Nordin,  is  how  com¬ 
pleted;  and  2500  copiers /have  hecn  sent  into  Swe¬ 
dish  Lapland.  The  Royal  Chancerj'  of  Stock¬ 
holm  has  ..addressed  a  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Stockholm  Society,. expressing  the  satisfaction 
of  the  King  with  the  exertions  made  for  impro¬ 
ving  the  religious  knowledge  of  the  Swedish  Lap¬ 
landers.  The  Russian  government  has .  issued  a 
proclamation  authorising  the  importation  of  the 
Laponese  New  Testaments  into  Russian' Lapland. 
Measures  have  been  adopted  for  the'  distribution 
of  1000  copies  in  Danish  Lapland. 

The  disposition  manifested  by  the  Russian  . 
government  encourages  a  hope  of  the  adoption  of 
tome  extensive  plan  for  the  general  distribution  of 
the  Word  of  Life  throughout  the  Russian  ^empire.' 

3.  Iceland' •‘-'The  obstacles  to  the  printing  of 
the  Icelandic,  Bible  have'  been  surrnounted;  and 
the  ■work  will  probably  be  completed  by  next 
spring.  There  is  reason  .hope  that  the  remainder 
of  the  Icelandic  Testaments  have  been  forwarded 
to  Iceland. 

4>.  Poland, •‘-IThe  completion  of  the  Polish  Bi¬ 
ble  was  announced  at  the  last  meeting;  it  is  sold 
tor  two  shillings  a  copy.  The  Committee  have 
directed  1000  copies  to  be  gratuitously  distribu¬ 
ted;  By  the  last  accounts  from  Berlin,  the  Polish 
Scriptures  were  in  grear  demand.  Many  copies 
'had  been  sent  to  Warsaw,  to  Upper  Silesia,  and  to 
Austrian  Galiicia.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Koningsberg  Committee,  to  furnish  every  Polish 
school  in  these  parts  with  a  few  Bibles  and  Tes¬ 
taments  gratuitously. 

5.  Lithuania. — 'I'he  printing  of  the  Lithuaniaa 
Bible  would  probably  be  completed  in  die  month 
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of  March  of  the  present  year.  The  Committee 
have  directed  500  Polish  Bibles,  and  1000  New 
.Testaments  to  be  sent  to  Koningsberg  for  sale,  or 
gratuitous  distribution;  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
to  be  appplied  towards  a  second  edition  of  the  Li¬ 
thuanian  Scriptures.  Some  copies  of  the  Polish 
New  Testament  have  been  ordered  for  the  use  of 
Poles  residing  in  Great  Britain,  or  visiting  it. 

6.  Bohemia,'— ‘'T'az  edition  of  the  Bohemian 
Scriptures  promoted  l)y  the  Society  has  been  ex¬ 
hausted,  and  the  demand  for  them  is  still  exten- 
jsive  and  urgent.  The  Committee,  with,  a  view 
to  supply  it,  have  voted  300/.  for  aiding  a  new  edi¬ 
tion.  .  . 

r.  Livonia  and  Esthonia.—dTht  offer  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  publication  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  dia¬ 
lects  of  Livonia  and  Esthonia  has  produced  the 
most  beneficial  effects.  A  Society  has  been  form¬ 
ed  in  Dorpatian  Esthonia,  for  printing  and  distri¬ 
buting  the  New  Testament.  A  Society  in  Reva- 
lian  Esthonia  has  directed  its  attention  to  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  the  design  of  fur¬ 
nishing  every  cottager  with  a  New  Testameht:  and 
several  respectable  characters  are  engaged  in  es¬ 
tablishing  a  Livonian  Bible  Society.  The  result 
is,  an  increased  ardour  for  publishing  editions  of 
the  Livonian  and  Esthonian  Scriptures.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  making  for  dits  purpose;  and  the  Coiti- 
;mittee,  with  a  view  to  forward  it,  have  enlarged 
'  their  grant  of  600/.  to  1000/. 

§.  Sweden. — ^The  active  zeal  of  the  Stockholm 
Society  has  suffered  no  abatement.  The  Swedish 
Bible  IS  now  completed,  on  standing  types;  and  the 
number  of  Swedish  Testaments,  separately  printed, 
amounts  to  16,600.  Another  edition  of  the  Bible 
and  of  the  New  Testament,  will  be  immediately  un¬ 
dertaken;  for  which  an  additional  donation  of  200/. 
has  been  voted. 

(To  be  continued. J 


